
This presentation is sponsored by the CESA 6 Literacy Center 

Day 1—Micro Lessons in Writing: 
How Every Teacher is a Teacher of Writing 

 

Day 2—Writing Circles: 
A Collaborative Model for Writing Workshop 

Presenter: Jim Vopat 
 

 
Description Day 1: No matter what subject you teach, incorporating micro lessons in writing will        

increase student understanding and achievement without perpetuating writing anxiety or adding to the        
correction work load. Too good to be true?  Experience micro lessons that you can readily adapt for your 
classroom—deep yet simple strategies for getting started, revising, editing and publishing from Jim Vopat’s 
Micro Lessons in Writing book.  Experience how, for students and teachers, less is more.   
 

Description Day 2: Ever wish there was a structure that let students work collaboratively to generate 

writing topics, complete drafts, learn and practice positive ways of response, and 
develop published pieces?  To give every student in the class a feeling of success, a 
sense of what it means to be a writer?   Writing circles are here to grant those 
wishes.  Experience what Harvey Daniels describes as “a genuine departure and an 
exciting step ahead” in writing instruction (Foreword to Jim Vopat’s Writing Circles 
book).    
 

Keywords: • Content-area writing 

  • Writing workshop 

  • Differentiated instruction 

  • Common Core State Standards in Writing. 
 

About the Presenter:  Micro Lessons in Writing and Writing Circles are the latest 

innovations in Jim Vopat’s career-long pursuit of powerful writing instruction and collaboration.  
At the core of Jim’s work are his beliefs that every student is a writer, and that ever teacher is 
a teacher of writing.  To this end, he founded and currently co-directs the Milwaukee Writing 
Project.  Jim’s other publications include influential essays about writing and parent-family 
partnerships, a series of parent-leadership video tapes, and What Makes Writing Good, The 
Parent Project, and More than Bake Sales.  Jim has been a senior Fulbright Scholar to Sri 
Lanka and earned his Ph.D. from the University of Washington-Seattle. 
 

Who should attend:  Grades 4-9 (Day 1); and Grades 1-6 (Day 2) teaching staff, 

also literacy coaches, and administrators, reading specialists and special  education teachers. 

 

 

Cancellation Policy:  Any registration cancellation must be received 48 hours before the scheduled date for a refund to be issued.  Because attendance at most sessions is limited, persons 
registering and not in attendance on the day of the session will be charged the full registration fee.  CESA 6 reserved the right to cancel any session due to insufficient enrollment.  Participants 
will be notified by email or phone if a cancellation occurs. 

To Register: Go to http://www.cesa6.k12.wi.us/prof_dev/  or send completed form to:  
Mary Ann Schwandt, Program Assistant,  
CESA 6, 2935 Universal Court, Oshkosh, WI 54904, Fax: 920-424-3478  

___ Day 1 Micro Lessons in Writing-Jim Vopat, January 29, 2014 
___ Day 2 Writing Circles-Jim Vopat, January 30, 2014 

Registration Details 
 

 Date: January 29-30, 2014 

 Registration Fee:  

 $145.00 per day, per participant for 

CESA 6 districts that belong to the 

Title IIA Consortium; all other school 

districts-$195.00 per day per person. 

(You will receive a $25 discount if you 

attend both days) 

 Fee includes materials, lunch and   

continental breakfast  

 Time: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

 Onsite check-in: 8:15 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 

 Location:  CESA 6 Conference Center  

2300 State Road 44, Oshkosh WI 54903  

 Registration  Deadline:   December 20, 

2014 

Day 1 for Grades 4-9 — January 29, 2014  8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
Day 2 for Grades 1-6 — January 30, 2014  8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

http://www.cesa6.k12.wi.us/prof_dev/
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